SUNDAY 


Who’s next for Hogs? 
Bielema is gone, and there’s no shortage 
of names in rumor mill. — Sports, 1C 


Shoutout for Sister 


Arkansan Rosetta Tharpe on nominees list 
for Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. - Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Michel Temer, the 
77-year-old Brazilian presi- 
dent, is recovering after un- 
dergoing a successful angio- 
plasty to open up three cor- 
onary arteries, all of which 
were 90 percent obstructed, 
according to the Sao Paulo 
hospital that treated him. 


E Bethany Martin, who 
teaches kindergarten in 
Tulsa, has supplied each 
student at her elementary 
school, all of whom come 
from low-income families, 
with a pair of shoes and has 
raised nearly $16,000 to do 
the same for students at oth- 
er north Tulsa schools. 


E Denise McClellan said 
her 52-year-old husband, 
Roy McClellan, was killed 
by a hit-and-run driver 
while hitchhiking in south- 
ern Nevada, about seven 
weeks after surviving the 
mass shooting at a concert 
in Las Vegas. 


E Victoria Tumolo of 
New Jersey will receive 
a complimentary second 
wedding reception from 
the companies she hired to 
cater and entertain at her 
nuptials, saying she suffered 
an allergic reaction at the re- 
ception and was taken away 
in an ambulance after her fa- 
ther administered an EpiPen 
through her wedding dress. 


E Cindy Mayer of Mayer 
Maple Products told the 
Burlington Free Press in 
Vermont that vandals used 
an ax to chop holes in eight 
barrels of maple syrup, caus- 
ing about 300 gallons, nearly 
a season’s worth, to leak out 
onto the company’s sugar 
house floor. 


E Kelly Merchant, 50, a 
former Victoria’s Secret 
store manager in Ban- 
gor, Maine, filed a lawsuit 
against the lingerie compa- 
ny, saying she was unjustly 
fired because she didn’t fit 
the company’s image be- 
cause of her weight and 
age, though the company 
said she was fired for theft. 


E Jessica Jey told CBS in 
Philadelphia that she had 
planned to pay full price 
for a box of toys set aside 
for her children at the Toys 
R Us in Cherry Hill, NJ., but 
was told that she was one of 
62 people whose layaway or- 
ders, which totaled $10,780, 
had been covered by a good 
Samaritan. 


H Sierra Willson of Safety 
Harbor, Fla., fatally stabbed 
her pit bull, Buster, after it 
attacked two other dogs 
then turned on Willson’s 
mother and sister, injuring 
them, the Pinellas County 
sheriff’s office said. 


E Carol Younglove, a Cla- 
remore, Okla., postal worker 
of 12 years, told the Clare- 
more Daily Progress that 
she hopes the post office 
will receive at least 100 let- 
ters to Santa Claus this year, 
vowing to “make the time” 
to respond to every single 
one of them — as Santa — 
before Christmas. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny and mild. 
High 65, winds 
variable at 5 to 
10 mph. 

Tonight Clear 


and colder. 
Low 39. 
INDEX 

Arkansas 1B | Movies 3E 
Business 1G | Perspective 1H 
Classifieds 1F | Sports 1C 
Crossword 6H | Stocks 3G 
Dear Abby 8D | Style 1E 
Deaths 4B | Travel 4E 
Editorials 4H | Voices 5H 
High Profile 1D | Weather 8B 


Home delivery 
(501) 378-3456 
Outside Pulaski County 
1-800-482-1121 


6 | 001 25°" 0 


Elliott 


Teachers 


mum on 
trustees’ 
changes 


Retirees system 
to get 11 tweaks 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

State lawmakers and 
working and retired educa- 
tors have had low-key reac- 
tions to coming changes in 
revenue and costs approved 
two weeks ago by the Ar- 
kansas Teacher Retirement 
System board of trustees. 

In recent years, lawmak- 
ers granted state govern- 
ment’s largest retirement 
system more flexibility to 
improve its financial con- 
dition, within certain limits. 
The retirement system has 
more than 100,000 work- 
ing and retired members 
and more than $16 billion 
in assets. 

During their Nov. 13 
meeting, the trustees ap- 
proved 11 changes to raise 
more revenue and cut 
costs. Many of them wort 
become effective until fis- 
cal 2020, which starts July 
1, 2019. 

That gives lawmakers 
time to change the law if 
necessary to alter what the 
trustees did, system offi- 
cials said. The next regular 
legislative session starts in 
January 2019. 

Sen. Bart Hester, R-Cave 
Springs, said last week that 
he has not received “any 
agitated emails” about the 
trustees’ changes, adding 
that “anytime you change 
something, somebody is go- 
ing to get frustrated.” 

He said he supports the 
trustees’ changes. 

See CHANGES, Page 10A 


ISIS flag seen at mosque site 


AP 
Shoes of victims remain at the scene Saturday after Friday’s attack on a mosque in Bir al-Abd in the 


northern Sinai region of Egypt. Witnesses said the attackers were calm and methodical. 


Fight brews over 
2 picks to head 


consumer bureau 


Trump officials say he has authority 
to fill post; not so, Sen. Warren says 


AP/ANJUM NAVEED 


A Pakistani police officer fires rubber bullets Saturday in Islam- 
abad during an operation to clear Islamist protesters from a major 
intersection they have occupied while demanding that a law min- 
ister resign over an omitted reference to the Prophet Muhammad 
in a piece of legislation. Several people were killed and 200 were 


injured, and the army was called in to restore order. 


Article, 8A 


Centers tap into telemedicine 


Program helps get mental health services to more people 


GINNY MONK 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

In December 2008, the 
Jonesboro trees were bowed 
and cracking with ice; a win- 
ter storm had swept through 
the city and left roads slick, 
but Tina Light decided to 
drive to her friend’s house 
anyway. 

The street proved too slip- 
pery. 

Light’s car hit another 


vehicle head-on, and Light 
landed in the hospital. She 
didn’t go back to work for 
about two weeks. Her mem- 
ories of that time are fuzzy 
— she knows it was almost 
Christmas, that her family 
was out of town and that En- 
gine 5 responded. 

Light, then 38, doesn’t 
know how long she stayed in 
the hospital or have details 
of what she was doing. Her 


emotions and many thoughts 
for the next two years are lost 
because she doesn’t remem- 
ber. After the accident, she 
said, she started exhibiting 
signs of mental illness. 
“When you have your 
whole life flash before you, 
it changes you,” said Light, 
now 47. 
After two years of dealing 
with mental illness without 
See SERVICES, Page 13A 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

Administration officials 
Saturday defended Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s legal 
authority to name his own 
acting director of the Con- 
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, setting up a potential 
showdown over who will be 
in charge of the agency Mon- 
day morning. 

The officials, speaking to 
reporters in a briefing call 
Saturday, cited guidance 
from the Office of Legal 
Counsel, part of the Justice 
Department, as legal grounds 
for Trump’s move to name 
his budget director, Mick 
Mulvaney, to temporarily 
lead the consumer agency 
until a permanent successor 
is confirmed by Congress. 

Trump’s decision to name 
his own temporary direc- 
tor was a “typical, routine 
move,” said one official, who 
spoke on the condition of an- 
onymity. 

Trump made the appoint- 
ment late Friday, after the 


More details 
disclosed in 
Egypt attack 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

CAIRO — The attackers 
who stormed a crowded 
mosque in Egypt’s north- 
ern Sinai region, killing at 
least 305 people, hoisted the 
Islamic State flag, the public 
prosecutor said Saturday as 
details about the attack be- 
gan to emerge. 

Chief prosecutor Nabil 
Sadeq’s statement came 
hours after Egypt’s military 
began an offensive against 
the suspected perpetrators, 
with warplanes targeting 
several vehicles purported- 
ly used in the gun and bomb 
attack on a mosque in Bir al- 
Abd, west of the coastal city 
of Arish. There has been 
no claim of responsibility, 
but analysts said it bore the 
hallmark of an Islamic State 
affiliate that operates in the 
area. 

The prosecutor’s state- 
ment said the attackers, clad 
in military-style camouflage 
pants and black T-shirts, 
numbered between 25 and 

See MOSQUE, Page 10A 


LENGTHY LIST of unfinished 
business awaits Congress and 
Trump. Page 12A. 


abrupt resignation of Rich- 
ard Cordray, the agency’s 
director. 

“The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, or CFPB, 
has been a total disaster as 
run by the previous Ad- 
ministrations pick,” Trump 
tweeted Saturday from his 
private Mar-a-Lago club in 
Palm Beach, Fla., where he 
is spending the long Thanks- 
giving weekend. “Financial 
Institutions have been dev- 
astated and unable to prop- 
erly serve the public. We will 
bring it back to life!” 

The White House offi- 
cials said the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act gives Trump 
the authority to override the 
successor named by Cordray, 
who resigned about a week 
earlier than expected. 

Cordray had been expect- 
ed to resign at the end of the 
month. Instead, in the middle 

See CONSUMER, Page 12A 


For WWI centennial, 
trees help honor vets 


Aim is one planted in all 75 counties 


JAKE SANDLIN 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Trees planted around the 
world a century ago served 
as living reminders of sol- 
diers who died during World 
War I, part of a reforestation 
effort and a way to create 
distinct memorials. 

During the centennial ob- 
servance of “The Great War,” 
memorial tree programs are 
again underway, with the 
goal in Arkansas to plant a 
specific commemorative wil- 
low oak in each of the state’s 
75 counties. 

The state’s program of- 
ficially began in September 
and will continue through 
next year for the centenni- 


al observance of the United 
States’ war involvement from 
April 6, 1917, to Nov. 1l, 1918. 
Organizations in 47 counties, 
so far, have been approved to 
receive one of the memorial 
trees. 

The commemorative tree 
program is a partnership of 
the Arkansas World War I 
Centennial Commemoration 
Committee and the Arkansas 
Forestry Commission. 

The centennial committee 
manages the program and 
approves applications. The 
Arkansas Forestry Commis- 
sion supplies the trees and 
lends its expertise in their 
care. More information is 

See OAKS, Page 13A 
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Mark Power (right), vice chancellor for university advancement at the University of Arkansas, Fay- 
etteville, reads names from the Roll of Honor during a Nov. 17 willow oak planting ceremony at the 
campus in observance of the World War | centennial. With Power is Peter MacKeith, dean of the Fay 
Jones School of Architecture. 


